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Generally, personal property has a situs and is taxable at the domicile or residence of the owner although exceptions 
are made by virtue of the actual location or situs of the property and as the result of changed economic and business 
conditions. 


Personal property is taxable at the domicile of the owner unless either tangible personal property has acquired a tax situs of 
its own away from the domicile or a statute directs otherwise.' Personal property is “situated” for tax purposes at its tax situs 
which requires a sufficient nexus between the property and the taxing jurisdiction.” The tax situs of personal property must be 
either actual or constructive,’ and a state cannot fix the taxable situs of a thing which has never come into the state and which 
is not subject to the control of the state.‘ 


In determining whether personal property is “situated” in a district for local tax purposes, the crucial inquiry is whether the 
property’s contacts with the taxing jurisdiction are sufficient to justify imposition of the tax there. Two opposed 
considerations, that is, place of ownership and place of property location, have caused a difficulty which has been and is very 
real.° The difficulty has arisen from the broad application of the principle of mobilia sequuntur personam.” Hence, generally 
speaking, personal property, both tangible and intangible, has a situs and is taxable at the domicile or residence of the owner,’ 
but exceptions abound in the application of this principle by virtue of the actual location or situs of the personalty’ and as the 
result of changed economic and business conditions. Personal property may have legal situs, different from actual situs, with 
the legal situs, fixed by a valid statute, being controlling.'' However, the application of a statute imposing tax on personal 
property permanently located outside the state is an unconstitutional deprivation of due process of law.” 
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